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C ouncil recently met with Angela de Smit 
of Northern Health and Dr. Wright, who 

ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ 
Hope. The reason for the meeting was to 
assess health services and explore possibili-
ties for Council to take a role in increasing 
coverage.  The first step was to examine 
what services are now available.   

Existing Health Services 

Visiting Rotating Doctor:  Doctors take ap-
pointments at the health centre 2 - 4 days 
per week.  Drs. Wright, Gullason, and Hat-
tingh have an established rotation coming 
from Fort St John and in future will be joined 
by Dr. Jennifer Parker, a recent graduate of 
the Northern Medical Residency program. 
{ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ 
ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƴŜǿ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎƭƛƴƛŎǎέ 
where a number of people with similar 
health problems will be able to meet with 

  

the doctor and other health care providers to 
receive health education and ask questions 
that would be of common interest to the 
entire group.  A clinic on respiratory care 
would be an example. 

Nursing Services: There is one full time Reg-
istered Nurse who works at the Centre and 
her duties include emergency nursing ser-
vices, home nursing care and palliative care 
in addition to overseeing day to day func-
tions at the Centre.  She is not on-call after-
hours and Northern Health encourages com-
munity members to call 8-1-1 - on the phone 
or online at www.HealthLinkBC.ca.  Too 
many after-hour calls can produce burn-out 
and the chance of losing this person, so 
please try to restrict calls to office hours. 

Lab and X-ray Services:  There is one full 
time combined Lab and X-ray technician  
(Blood tests, x-ǊŀȅΣ 5ŀǘŀ ŜƴǘǊȅΣ 9/DΩǎΣ IƻƭǘŜǊ 
coverage (put on for 24 hours). 

Support & Office Staff: There is a full time 
Receptionist & part time Custodian/ Mainte-
nance worker. 

http://www.HealthLinkBC.ca
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Pharmacy Technician:  There is a full time 
position in the retail pharmacy that is shared 
between two part time staff. 

Respiratory Therapist:  The Respiratory 
Therapist visits the clinic one day per month. 

Massage Therapist:  A private massage 
therapist visits the clinic one day per week. 

Home Care Services:  A part-time Home Sup-
port Worker based in the community  assists 
residents in their own home.  Other services 
are based out of FSJ, with staff traveling to 
HH.  These include Long Term Care Case 
Management, Occupational Therapist and 
Physiotherapist, Dietician, Social Work, 
Wound Care Nurse, and Health Services for 
Community Living (HSCL) Nurse for adults 
with developmental disabilities. 

Public Health:  Environmental Health and 
Tobacco Reduction and Enforcement ser-
vices are provided to HH from the FSJ office.  
Audiology screening is provided to all kinder-

garten students.  Any children who are un-
able to attend or are missed in the yearly 
kindergarten blitz can be assessed in FSJ at 
the Health Unit.  Immunizations for children 
and adults are available monthly in the com-
munity; flu campaigns are scheduled twice a 
year at the community hall; early child devel-
opment services are scheduled as required. 

Ambulance Services: BC Ambulance Service 
does have an ambulance service based out of 
ǘƘŜ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻπ
vides part time service to the community.  
When pre-hospital services are not available 
then service is provided by surrounding com-
munities.  Because of the time and financial 
commitment to complete the training, it is a 
challenge to recruit and retain local people 
willing to provide full time ambulance cover-
age. 

Possibilities: 

Physiotherapist:  there is a physiotherapist 

 FIRE NOTICE 
¢ƻ ŀƭƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜΤ 
 

Due to the extreme hot weather, please be advised that there is a likelihood of a fire ban of all 
open fires within the municipality if fire conditions remain as high as they currently are.  There 
would have to be a three (3) day rain to change this status.  If a fire ban is put into effect ALL 
open fires would be banned.   Open fires are defined by the BC Forest Service as follows: 
¶ Open CampfiresτŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ..vΩǎΣ ŎŀƳǇ ǎǘƻǾŜǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŀƴŜ ŎŀƳǇŦƛǊŜǎΦ 
¶ Piled material no larger that 1 metre high by 1 metre wide.  
¶ All other burning including Category 2 & 3 as defined by the BC Forest Service. 
 

A open fire ban when in effect is to protect public safety and to limit the risk of wildfires.  
¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ōƻǳƴŘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ /ŀƳπ
eron Lake, Dinosaur Lake, Alwin Holland Park and King Gething Park. 
 

PLEASE WATCH FOR FIRE BAN NOTICES 
 

If you have any questions please contact the District Office at 250-783-9901. 
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who is interested in coming to the clinic to 
provide services and a proposal is being de-
veloped. 

Private Dentist:  there is interest from a den-
tist who just moved to Tumbler Ridge.  
Northern Health is working with the dentist 
to set up a practice at the clinic.   

Resident Doctor: Having a doctor who lives 
ƛƴ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 
IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 
dominated the meeting.  Dr. Wright made 
the point that medical care has changed in 
recent years in most communities with the 
άŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŘƻŎǘƻǊέ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦǘŜƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ 
with the high volume, low intensity walk-in 
medical clinic system. This is where doctors 
work specific shifts and patients see what-
ever doctor is on duty at the time.  There is 
ƴƻ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƛƴ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜ 
still want, and have expectations of the long-
ǘŜǊƳ άŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŘƻŎǘƻǊέ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
practice is being re-kindled because health 
officials have found it provides superior care 
to the walk-in clinics, so our desire for a resi-
dent doctor are consistent with good medi-
cal services.    

Dr. Wright points out that the current medi-
cal services offered in HH provide a bridge 
between the walk-in and the family practice 
medical models.  Patients are generally able 
to get an appointment on the same day that 
a doctor is at the clinic or can pre-book an 
ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
same doctor when they visit HH a couple 
times a month.   

One of the biggest barriers to attracting a 
resident doctor is being on-call at all times, 
and lack of back-up for a solo practitioner.  
The latter has been partly addressed by the 

ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƭŜπ
phone advice provided to family doctors by 
specialists.  A population of 1500-1800 is 
considered standard for a one-physician 
practice and the latest census pegged Hud-
ǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜ ŀǘ млмнΦ  ²Ŝ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƘŀπ
size that the census ignores the significant 
number of temporary workers found in and 
around the community who depend on the 
services at the health centre.   The most 
promising recruitment strategy is through 
the Northern Medical Program established at 

If you are interested in being a vendor at 
the Market, please call Debbie Joslin at 
783-5451 for information as to what you 
can sell.  Call Nettie at 783-5669 or Guy 
at 783-9464 for general information. 

 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΩǎ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΩǎ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΩǎ    
1 pm1 pm1 pmτττ5 pm5 pm5 pm   

!ŎǊƻǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ!ŎǊƻǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ!ŎǊƻǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ   



 The Bulletin                           4                              August 2010  

 the University of Northern BC in Prince 
George.  Dr. Wright is committed to bringing 
Residents and Medical Clerks from the 
bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ 
Hope Health Centre so they can become fa-
miliar with the clinic facilities and the town.  
The problem of after-hours coverage re-
mains and as we have seen, attracting a full-
time doctor is not easy.  However, Council 
will continue to support Northern Health in 
ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ άǘƘŀǘ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊέ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƻŦπ
fer.   

Acting Mayor, Gwen Johansson 
 

District News  
 

CURRENT WATER SUPPLIES 
 

M ŀƴȅ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ ./Ωǎ tŜŀŎŜ wŜƎƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ currently experiencing very low 
stream flow conditions.  
 

This winter produced a below normal snow-
pack and we have since then experienced a 
dry, warm spring and summer. The pro-
longed warm temperatures and minimal 
June and July precipitation has caused rapid 
evaporation of soil and surface water, caus-
ing river levels to recede quicker than usual. 

Significant, prolonged and widespread rain-
fall is required to ease the severe low flow 
conditions. As this has not happened as yet, 
it  is important that we all conserve water 
during these critical low flows. Everyone is 
encouraged to examine their water use and 
use water wisely. 
 

COMMUNITY HALL 

V olunteers are desperately needed!  Terry 
Peressini, President of the Hall Society has 

resigned his position. He has been a very dedi-
cated worker and has kept the community hall 
up and running for years.  Now, however, 
unless the society gets some new volunteers to 
take over, the society will collapse.  

Please contact Terry Peressini at 783-5479 if 
you would like to help. 
 

 SWIMMING POOL 
 

T ƘŜ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜ {ǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ tƻƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ open for limited hours or closed on the 
following days during the upcoming August 
long-weekend: 
 

Friday, July 30th ς OPEN 6 am ς 2 pm only 

Saturday, July 31, 2010 ς CLOSED 

Sunday, August 1, 2010 ς CLOSED 

Monday, August 2, 2010 ς OPEN 11 am ς 7 pm 

We apologize for any inconvenience. For infor-
mation regarding the pool schedule, please call 
the Swimming Pool at (250) 783-9913. 
 

EMERGENCY SERVICES  
 

H ǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜ ƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 9-1-1 system 
to report emergencies.  If you have an 

emergency, please call 9-1-1 and report it to 
ensure that Emergency Services can get there 
as quickly as possible.  
 

Also, remember to post your street address 
ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
heat of the moment. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Alan Stebbing, Fire Chief at the District 
Office at 250-783-9901 or email 
alan@hudsonshope.ca 
 

mailto:alan@hudsonshope.ca
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 Hudsonõs Hope Protective Services 
 
This month, I thought I would share some information about our Fire & Rescue Department. 

The Department is made up of 2 halls, located Downtown and in Beryl Prairie, and has 5 pieces 
of apparatus.  These include: Engine 1 (1999 International Pumper), Engine 2 (2002 Ford Res-
cue Pumper), Engine 4 (1984 Ford Pumper), Engine 5 (1980 International Pumper/Tanker), and 
the Command truck (2008 GMC Pickup).   We are looking forward to the arrival, in August, of 
our new pumper (2007 Toyne Custom Pumper) to update our fleet and bring it back in line 
with the national guidelines.  You can see pictures and some more information about our appa-
ratus on the website: www.bcfiretrucks.ca.  

There are 25 very dedicated volunteer firefighters along with a full time Chief/Manager.  We 
provide structural firefighting to the fire protection district, initial wildland firefighting, public 
education, fire inspections, fire investigations, and vehicle rescue to the District and surround-
ing area.  We also occasionally provide assistance to the ambulance when they request it.  
There is weekly training that can include anything from practicing with the breathing appara-
tus, to using the rescue tools, to working with the STARS emergency medical helicopter.  We 
also train with the other emergency services (BC Ambulance, the RCMP, and Ministry of For-
ests Firefighters) to make sure we can provide the best service to the citizens and visitors of 
IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜΦ 

This year we have already responded to 20 incidents including: 2 medical assists, 2 structural 
fires, 5 brush fires, 3 automatic alarm, and 8 motor vehicle incidents.   

July has been our busiest month with 7 calls at the time of writing this article.  Out of these 
calls we have had 1 brush fire, 1 medical assist and 5 motor vehicle accidents.  On one of the 
motor vehicle incident calls, we got to put into practice what we had learned about setting up 
helicopter landing zones and guiding them in.  We remind everyone to slow down, always drive 
defensively, and of course to NEVER drink and drive. 

²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ 
Hope Fire & Rescue Service and wish you a safe and fun summer. 

Stay Safe, Chief Alan Stebbing,  Hudsonôs Hope Protective Services 

The Protective Services Department consists of the Districts Volunteer Fire & Rescue 

Service, Emergency Social Services and Bylaw Enforcement personnel.   This is a group 

of dedicated and professional volunteers who take time out of their personal lives to 

help out their community.  If you have questions about getting involved, please contact 

Alan Stebbing at 250-783-9901 or alan@hudsonshope.ca.   

http://www.bcfiretrucks.ca
mailto:alan@hudsonshope.ca
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RCMP  

On July 2, 2010 police responded to a report of 2 men fishing between the Peace Canyon Bridge 
and the Peace Canyon Dam. The two males were located and they each received $250 fines for 
fishing in a closed area. Both had their fish seized as well. Police would like to remind the public 
that fishing near Hydro Electric Dams is not only illegal, but dangerous. Anyone fishing on Hydro 
Property can be subject to fines under the Trespass Act and Fisheries Act. 

 On July 2, 2010 vandals knocked down the District tent near the swimming pool. A flag from the 
top of the tent was stolen. A walking bridge behind the museum was also damaged. Anyone 
with information can contact the RCMP or Crime Stoppers. 

 On July 3, 2010 police conducted safe boating inspections on Dinosaur Lake during the Father's 
Day Fishing Derby. 15 boats were checked and warning notices were issued to several boaters 
for safety equipment, boat licencing requirements, and operator cards. If you have questions 
regarding what is required under law visit the Hudson's Hope Detachment to pick up a copy of 
the Canada Safe Boating Guide or visit them on-line at www.boatingsafety.gc.ca 

 On July 4, 2010 police, fire, and ambulance responded to a report of a single vehicle motor ve-
hicle accident near the Lynx Creek boat launch. Speed and alcohol were factors in the accident. 
A 34 old Chetwynd male has been charged with Impaired Operation of a Motor Vehicle, Operat-
ing a Motor Vehicle Over .08, Dangerous Operation of Motor Vehicle Causing Bodily Harm, Ob-
structing a Police Officer, and Failing to Remain at the Scene of an Accident. He is scheduled to 
appear in court on September 15 in Fort St John. 

 On July 7, 2010 police received a report of a vehicle leaving the scene after knocking down a 
gate on Hwy 29 N. The vehicle was later located and the driver failed a roadside screening de-
vice and was arrested for impaired driving. A loaded rifle and loaded handgun were located and 
seized from inside the vehicle. A Hudson's Hope man is facing charges of Impaired Operation of 
a Motor Vehicle, Operating a Motor Vehicle Over .08, and Unsafe Storage/Transportation of 
Firearms. He is scheduled to appear in Court in Fort St John on October 6, 2010. 

 On July 10, 2010 police, fire/rescue, and ambulance responded to a single vehicle tractor trailer 
roll over on the Core Road. The driver was trapped inside the cab of his truck and was extracted 
by fire/rescue and then air lifted to Fort St John. 

 On July 15, 2010 police received a report of youth swimming in the pool after hours. The youth 
were later identified and spoken to by police about the dangers of their actions. No charges pur-
sued as youth involved had no previous history with police. 

 On July 15, 2010 police stopped a vehicle for erratic driving after it had difficulty negotiating a 
corner near the Best Western Hotel. The driver was issued a 24 hour driving prohibition. 
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 On July 15, 2010 police, fire/rescue, and ambulance responded to report of a motor vehicle 
accident south of Hudson's Hope. A motorcyclist was traveling south bound and struck a deer 
that had ran out on the highway. The Hudson's Hope resident was transported to Fort St John 
for his injuries. Motorcyclists are reminded of the importance of wearing all safety gear includ-
ing an approved helmet. 

 On July 18, 2010 police, fire/rescue, and ambulance responded to a two vehicle motor vehicle 
accident near the Lynx Creek Bridge. A north bound pick-up crossed the center line striking a 
tractor trailer unit. Speed and alcohol were factors in the collision. A 47 year old Fort St John 
male is facing charges of Impaired Driving, Driving Over .08, and Breach of an Undertaking, af-
ter providing breath samples nearly 3 times the legal limit. He is scheduled to appear in Court 
in Fort St John on October 20, 2010. 

 On July 19, 2010 police, fire/rescue, ambulance, and BC Coroner Service attended a sudden 
death in Hudson's Hope. A 64 year old male had passed away in his sleep. 

 On July 21, 2010 police, fire/rescue, and ambulance attended a single vehicle tractor trailer 
roll over on Lahagarte Road. No one was injured in the accident. 

 Throughout the month of July Hudson's Hope RCMP along with members of the Fort St John 
Traffic Services Unit have been conducting additional enforcement on Hwy 29 N in response to 
the higher traffic volumes. Speeds have been recorded in excess of 150 kph in the 90 kph zone 
resulting in several significant fines. 

 With summer holidays in full swing police would like to remind all travelers to allow them-
selves extra time to get to their destination. Check your vehicle out prior to any road trips to 
ensure that the tires, brakes, and fluids are in good order. Please let family or friends know the 
route you are taking and when to expect you at certain locations. Carry a first aid kit and emer-
gency road pack that includes water and food. If possible carry a cell phone as well. The RCMP 
hope everyone enjoys their summer holidays safely. 

  

Joslinės Moving Sale 

Most items for $2.. 

Some furniture.. 

Call to view/buy 783-5451 anytime! 

Watch for Garage Sale in late August. 

BC Cultural Crawl 
 
If you plan to travel around our province in 
August, please check out the following web-
site in advance. The BC Cultural Crawl is a 
self-guided tour of community-initiated 

events: music, theatre and dance perform-
ances, visual arts, festivals, museum and 

heritage exhibitions, culinary arts, commu-
nity art walks and more. 

 

www.bcculturalcrawl.com 

http://www.bcculturalcrawl.com
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