
 
DISTRICT OF HUDSON’S HOPE 

SPECIAL MEETING  
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2008 AT 6:30 P.M. 
 
 

Present 
 

Council:  Mayor Harwood; Councillors Anderson, Webster, Quibell, and Johansson  
Staff:  C. Bonnick, Administrator; M. Ryder, Director of Works and Protective Services 

and B. Mercereau, Deputy Clerk 
Others: D. Tamblyn, C. Van Geloven, D. Edwards, T. Cowen, B. Webster, R. Karst, C. 

Lewis, D. Summer, P. Enderlin, W. Rosenberger 
   

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm with Mayor Harwood presiding. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aquifer Management 
 
Doug Edwards, Regional Water Resources Engineer for Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada; Tony Cowen, Hydrogeologist for Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada; Chelton van 
Geloven, Hydrologist for Ministry of Environment; and Dave Tamblyn, Groundwater 
Hydrologist for Ministry of Environment attended the meeting to give Council a better 
understanding of aquifer management and protection.  The following information was 
provided: 
• discussed results of the study done in 2001 at a site near the museum for research on 

the groundwater in the area; 
• it was determined that there are two aquifers in the area, one at the town site and one 

just outside the town site to the north, both of which are classified as low risk for 
vulnerability; 

• to determine the vulnerability of the aquifers the types of soils that the containment 
must pass through to access the water is taken into account, not the current land use; 

• further studies need to be completed to determine recharge times, where the aquifers 
are located and how big they are, although these can be difficult to determine; 

• the upper bench aquifer is probably recharging the lower level, however studies would 
need to be completed to find out exactly where the water is coming from; 

• higher concentrations of minerals in the water can indicate that the water has been 
underground for a long period of time and hard water can indicate that it is coming for 
a shallow source; 

• there are concerns that with the growing population in Beryl Prairie that the well may 
not be able to support the number of households and farms using the water source; 

• suggested that testing and monitoring be done on the Beryl Prairie well to determine 
the maximum number of homes it could service; 

• also suggested that another well near the Beryl Prairie well could be tested as well, as 
long as it is the same depth and not currently in use; 

• the District should try to collect information from residents on local wells to try to 
determine how many wells are currently drilled into the aquifer and what materials are 
being drilled through; 

• Observation Well Network is a project done by the Province to look at long term 
trends of wells across the province; 

• if there is a well that is not being used the District could request that the Province 
make it into one of the observation wells, or request that the Province drill a 
observation well within the District; 

• old wells in the area should be plugged as this is a direct source for contamination; 
• the Ministry of Environment maintains a registry of wells that is can be accessed by 

the public, but is a voluntary registry;  
• some people are concerned that if they put there name on the wells registry list that 

they will be taxed, however, this registry is for informational purposes only; 
• procedures for plugging old wells should be published in the local Bulletin, as this is a 
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requirement under the regulations of the Groundwater Protection Plan; 
• Council has concerns of how the new oil and gas development will affect the water 

sources; 
• it should be determined that the deep aquifer injections done by coalbed methane 

projects are not injecting into one of the Hudson’s Hope aquifers used by the town; 
• additional information on disposal wells should be discussed with the Oil and Gas 

Commission; 
• Council wants to determine another water source in the case the springs were to 

become contaminated; 
• revisions to the Groundwater Protection Regulation may require people to send in 

their well records in the future; 
• there is a limit of 75 litres per second of water that can be taken from an aquifer, and if 

a company is found to be over this limit an assessment will be conducted; 
• not all coalbed methane projects require an environmental assessment; 
• any new water wells require an ID number to be put on the well; 
• Council needs to decide what exactly they want to protect, whether it be the quantity, 

quality or the different sources of water; 
• after Council has decided what exactly they want to protect they can begin the 

planning process and the appropriate testing and/or studies; 
• the Ministry of Environment is available to give technical support rather than direct 

funding; 
• Council could also look for a partnership with the Oil and Gas Commission, the 

Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources, or maybe one of the companies 
doing work in the area, to help with protecting the water sources in Hudson’s Hope; 

• should look at all the possible hazards that could affect the water and determine how 
realistic it is that those hazards would become reality; and 

• a draft study on the tributaries into the Peace River was started by the Ministry of 
Environment and Council would like to see this study completed and the results 
forwarded. 

 
The current practice the District has of completing water quality analysis should be 
continued and it would be good to begin monitoring the spring flow and water quality.    
These results could be used in the future to develop an Aquifer Management Plan or an 
Environmental Management Plan. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Councillor Quibell and Seconded by Councillor Johnson; 
“That this Special meeting be adjourned.” 8:13 pm. 

CARRIED  
 
 

Certified Correct: 
 
 
_____________________________________                ____________________________________ 
Clerk       Mayor 
 
 
 
 


